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Hamilton County IL Courthouse .

The Hamiiton County Courthouse is located at 100 S Jackson
5t. on the square in downtown Mcleanshoro Hilinois.

All offices are open by telephone & in person fram 8:00 2.m. to
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Offices may be closed from
12:00 pom to 3:00 pom. for lunch, please call ahead to confirm
that a specific office is open for an in-person visit during the
lunch hour, AH offices are closed on Saturday, Sunday, and
County holidays.

Hamiiton County Courthouse Holidays in 2026

NEW YEAI'S DAY 1ot reeees e e e sseeas s e aeesenes fanuary 1
Martin Luther King Jr 8irthday ... January 18
Lincoln’s Birthday .o Felbrruary 12
Washington's Birthday ..o e e February 16
Spring Holiday/Good Friday .. e e e e Aprit 3
({012 03 a T I L OPRU PRSP May 25
Juneteenth independence Bav.... e iseeen. June 1%
Independenca Day .....c.ocviiiins cessesssssessnssess enseenne J0Y 3
LZBOr DAy i e e e e Septembar 7
Columbus Day....e e e e e October 12
General Flection Day.... v ceer st st i November 3
WVeterans Day ..o i iins e e rarees caes November 11
THENKSEIVINE oot crir e brersss seere sereneas November 26 & 27
0Ty Loy T P Dacember 24 & 25
NEW YRBI'S BV e cce e snesraaes ettt 140 srmsemnes December 31



Hamilton County IL Courthouse

Supervisor of Assessments.........ccceeeiiniiiinniininn 3rd Floor
Phone: 618-643-3971
Email: ccao@hamiltoncountyil.gov

COUNtY TreaSUKeT ... ceeceiaciecnacssaniaas 1st Floor, South Side
Phone: 618-643-3313
Email: treasurer@hamiltoncountyil.gov

County Clerk/Tax Extension................... 1st Floor, North Side
Phone: 618-643-2721
Email: coclerk@hamiltoncountyil.gov



Property Tax OVEIVIEW

Under Hlinois law, property taxes are the primary means of
funding local governments. Property taxes are developed from
two components: the taxes levied by each local government tax-
ing district, and the relative value of each taxable parcel in the
houndaries of each faxing district.
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Simply put, the llinois property tax system divides up each
local government taxing district’s property tax levy over all par-
cels in the district, based on each parcel’'s proportionate as-
sessaed value as a parcentage of the aggregate assessed property
value in the district.

The Hamiton County Elected Officials, who administer the
property tax code, have developed this guide to help taxpayers
better understand the property tax system.

- Homestead Exemptions .--° -
Homestead Exemptions reduce the taxable value of a property
by a specific amount prior to taxes being calculated; the actual
tax savings depends upon the tax rate for a2 specific property.
They are typically available for properties that are occupied by
their owners or gersons with legal or equitable interast as of lan-
uary 1 of the taxable year.

Applications for all Homestead Exemptons are available at the
Supervisor of Assessment’s Office or by calling {618} 643-3571.
Available homestead exemptions include:

« The General Homestead Exemption (up to 56,000) is for
iaxpayers who own and ocoupy their home as a principal
dwalling; in most cases, no annual reapplication is re-
guired after the initial approval.

s The Senior Citizen Homestead Exemption {55,000) is for
taxpayars who are 65 or older by Decamber 33 of the tax
assessment year; if there are two owners, only one needs
to be 65,

+ The Seniar Citizen Assassment Freeze Homestead Exemp-
tion {amocunt varies} effectvely freezes the taxable value
at a base year {the year prior to the first year’s approvat).

« This axemption daes not freeze a property’s taxes,
ohly the taxable valuation of the property.

»  To gualify, a property must be the principal residence
of the owner for the beginning of two consecutive
years, and the owner must be 65 or ofder by Decem-
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ber 31 of the taxabla year and meet certain house-
hold income reguirements.

« If owned and cccupied by a married couple, only one
of the two owner-accupants must be &5,

« Annual reapplication is required to maintain this ex-
emption; by state law, this must include avidence
that the household income does not exceed $75,000.
An application will ba mailed each year. Proof of in-
come is required to accompany the application.

s In most cases, H a property value falls below the base
year, the new lower value will becoma the new base-
year value,

The Homestead Improvement Exemption {up te $25,000)
raduces the taxable value of 2 new improvement [such as a
room addition or basement finish) for four years. Questions
on this exemption should be directed to the Supervisor of
Assessments.

Tha Returning Veterans' Exemptian {35,000} is for vateran
homeowners for two years after returning from an armed
conflict.

The Standard Exemption for Veterans with Disabilities (up
te 100%} is for qualifying homeowners with a service-
connected disability rating of at least 30%.

The Veterans with Disabilities Exemption {fup to $106,000)
is for veteran homeowners with sarvice-connected disabili-
fies wheo have Specizlly Adapted Housing.

The Persons with Disabilities Exemption {$2,000) is for
homeowners with disabilities that inhibit empioyabilify.

The Natural Disaster Exemption provides relief from in-
creased EAVs due to the reconstruction of a home in certain
circumstances after a natural disaster.



Homestead Exemptions

For assistance with exemptions, contact the County Assess-
ment Office. Senior citizens may also obtain assistance by calling
their income tax preparer.

Example of the Impact of Exemptions

Each exemption reduces the tax burden of a qualifying proper-
ty by reducing its taxable value. In Hamilton County, tax rates
generally range from around 6.00% to 10.00%, with a median
rate of 8.00%; they can be higher in special-service areas.

In the following example, a senior citizen homeowner lives in a
house with a fair cash value of 5225,000; the homeowner is liv-
ing off savings, and has an income that qualifies for the senior
freeze with a base-year EAV of $56,657. The benefits of the
available homestead exemptions, based on a property tax rate of
9.00%, are:

Without With

1 I . Exemptions Exem _p_-fl_'iuns
Property Value 5225,000 $225,000
Level of Assessment 33.33% 33.33%
Equalized Assessed Value 74,993 74,993
Euempﬁnns_ 48

General Homestead {6,000)

Senior Homestead - (5,000)

Senior Freeze (56,657 base year) (18,336)
MNet Valuation 74,993 - 45,657
Estimate Tax Rate i X 9.00% X 9.00%
Tax Dollars Due e 56,749 54,109

Total Tax Savings from Exemptions: $2,640 (39%)
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Lewvy:

Each individual Taxing District has to create a Budget
annuatly for the upcoming Fiscal Year, After the annual
Budget is approved by the individual Taxing District, they
then calcutate the amount of revenue needed from
Property Tax. The amount of money needed to cover this
portion of the Budget from Property Tax, is defined as the
Taxing District’s Levy. The Levy amount is certified to the
County Clerk on or before the last Tuesday in December
annuaily. The amount Levied is the total amount that
taxpayers will pay on their property tax bills in the {ollowing
year. Taxpayers who are concerned with the amount of
property tax distributed te taxing districts should attend the
public meetings & hearings to voice their opinions
concerning how much money will be needed from property
tax,

Total Assessed Value:

The total amount of value from ali Assessment Types within
a Taxing District. This is the sum of the Assessed Value from
the foilowing Assessment Types: Residential, Commercizl,
Industrial, Farm, Mineral, Locally Assessed Railroad, State
Assessed Railroad, and State Assessed Poliution Control.
Depending on the location of the Taxing District, they may
only have certain Assessment Types included in their Total
Assessed Value,



Definitions -

Rate Setiing Equalized Assessed Value:

Total Assessed Value
- Home improvement & VET Exemphions
Adjusted County Assessed Value
Multiplied by State Equalization Factor {Non-Fairm)
Equalized Assessed Value
- Remaining Homestead Exemptions
- EAV to TIF District
- EAY to Enterprise Zone
Hamilton County Setting £EAY
+ Qverlapping Counties EAV (if applicable)

Rate Setting Equalized Assessed Value (EAVY)

The Rate Setting EAV is the value appiied to each individual
Final Rate, to determine the Total Extension. The Total
Extansion is the actual dollar amount extended fo the
Taxing Districts.

Taxes Billed

The amount of tax doliars billed within each individual
Taxing District. iF aff tax bills that are hilied are paid within a
Taxing District, this is the amount of tax dollars that the
individual Taxing Districts will receive from property tax,



2024 & 2025 Levy Comparisons

| 2024 {Pay 20

City of Mcleansboro 5535,781 557,524 4.06 %

$170,000

$214,000 5227155

5109,900 $122,000

5150,443 %157 885

*Percenlage Changes from 2024 1o 2025 Tax Years are rounded o two decimal placas”
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25} 20128 [Pay 2026

$145,533 $156,764

582,236
5123,361

52,119,523

$2,297,934

Hamiiton County Unlt 10 56,394,312 55,852 101 2.16%

Village of Broughton $15,320 $15,730 268 %

00 %

i3



©2024 & 2025 Total AV.Comparisons

‘Totat AV -

34,786,562

24,368,783
242,296,360
16,294,598

1,752,636

49,308,445

Flanrigan Townshi 15,546,589

Crouch Township 23,790,017 24,368,783 243%

*Fercentage Changes from 2024 Lo 2025 Tax Years are rounded to two decimal places®
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2024 & 2025 Total AV Comparisons |

L2024 (Pay 2025) 2025 (Pay 2026)

L Fotat AV
15,854,355 17,404,077 o775

12,578,218 13,643,385

;553,912

1,658,269

216,151,371

2,265,187

1,780,278

Yillage of Macedonia® 572,832

*Percenlage Changes feony 2024 to 2025 Tax Years are rovaded Lo b decimat places”

13



. 2025 Rate Setting EAV Comparisons _

Wayne City Fire* 85,240,964 02,7167  B70%

869,140,371 13.86%

52,041,268 16.77%
5,858,208
45,343,155

22,531,858 23,111,588

*Pgifen of disiicl loceted sulside of Hamillan County; Rata Setting EAY may ba bazed on estimatl-
ed equaizod assessed valugs in olher countlas and subject Lo revisian. ‘Fercenlage Changes from
2024 to 2005 Tax Years are ronnded to fwo decimal pleces*
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2024 & 2025 Rate 5 ettmg ]IAU “omparisons

: -__T'a'xin_g District

14,292,55 15,883,600

11,728,162 12,831 386

16,235,245 17,747,238

44,963,753 52,507,046

182,204,584 195,023,248 7.04%

30,986,262 36,100,643

Akin District Schoel 91F 66,943,586 74,310,442 11.00%

Village of Broughton 1,414,949 1,504,073 630 %

Village of Macedonia™ 540,857 614,737 13.66 %

“Portion of distict bocated owlside of Hamliton County; Rate Setiing EAV may bo bagad on estimated
cquatized 2ssessed values In other counties and subjact to rovislon. *Parcantage Changes from
2024 Lo 2025 Tax Years are roended to fwe docimal places*
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2024 & 2025 Taxes Billed Comparisons.

g District

§535,779

Wayna City Fire* 5k5,430 $56,311 1.59 %

Rend Lake Coliege® 51,003,884 81,134,625 13.02%

Southeastern It College™ $104,128 596,801  -7D4%

Galatia Public Library* $5,545 54,583 -17.36 %

53,780 4.99 %

Bahigren Township $212,293 $223,227 515%

Crouch Township $150,440 $157,882

*Percentage Changes from 2024 10 2025 Tax Years are rounded to two decimal places®
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2024 & 2025 Taxes Billed Comparisons

24 (Pay 2025) 2025 (Pay 2026) % .

Twigg Township 5145492 5154247 0.02 %

Beaver Creek Township 478,328 682,235 4.95 %

$123,364 1.16 %

$70,214 561,758

-12.04%

$6,604,862 7.79%

572,201 3.08 %

574,425

51,026 17.52%

$14,982 515,730 4.99 %

Village of Macedonia® S161 5200 2442 %

‘Percenlage Changes from 2024 to 2625 Tax Years are rovnded to two decimaf places”
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. Frequently Asked Questions

r Why did my tax bill go up?

Your taxes may be higher than they were last year for any or
all of four generat reasons:

« You may not be receiving afl of the homestead
exemptions for which your property is eligible.

+ Other properties in your area may qualify for one or
more examptions for which you are not eligibie.

s The iocal governmerts {such a5 municipalites and
schools) in your area may have approved a higher tax
levy than last year.

= Rates of value change vary, even in the same neighbor-
hood, If your property’s value change was higher than
the average in your area, your relative tax burden will be
greater than it was last year. If your property’s value
change was lower than average change in your area,
yvour refative tax burden will be less than it was {ast year.

: Where does the property tax money go?

The {argest porton goes to the school districts; the remaining
portions go to the other focal governments in the Caunty:

For 2024 pay 2025, total property taxes extended is
$12,687,746. For 2025 pay 2026, the totai property taxes
extended by Hamilton County was $13,675,375 an increase
of 7.22%.

: Does Hamilton County decide how much In property tax

other focol governments {such as schools) can levy?

Mo. Each local isxing district makes this decision
independantly; Hamilkkon County bas no authority {o issue
any praperty tax levy but its own,

13
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Frequently Asked Questions

;. How can { see how much tax | pay to each district for just

my property?

Visit htips://i{1296.cichesting.com/ataspertalf & you can
search for your property by Propenty Index Bumber, Address,
or Owner Name., Once you are at your property record, you
can see how much property tax you pay to each taxing hody
that {evies against your propery.

! What showld 1 do if | think my property is over-assessed?

First, discuss the Praperty Details & Assessed Value with the
Supervisor of Assassments. This conversation can often
times be beneficial for both you, the property owner, and the
Supervisor of Assessments Office.

: How is my property’s ussessment determined?

for most Non-Farm property, the Supervisor of Assessments
estimates the fair cash value , and then develops an Assessed
Value based on 33.33% of that fair cash value of the property
as of lanuary 1 of the Assessment Year, based on the three
prior years of sales. The Supervisor of Assessments then
equalizes aH assessments to provide for uniform valuations in
the County.

: How are farm gssessments determined?

Under the state property iax code, the assessment of
farmland is based on its agricultural economic value, not its
fair cash value. in other words, farmland located in the
Chicago metropolitan area is valued the same way that
farmland in rural areas of southern lllinois is valued. Major
factors in farmland valuation include soil productvity, crop
prices, and farm 1oan interest rates.

19
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Frequgﬁﬂy.ﬁsk&d Questions

How can | file an assessment complaint with the Board of

Review?

H you have spoken fo the Supervisor of Assessments and still

wish to formally confest your assessment, you can file a

complaint with the Hamifton County Board of Review within

30 days of the assessment notices being published in the

local newspaper.

There are generally three bases for appealing an assessment:

« Discreponcy in Physlcol Dota - Example: The property
recortds show | have a 2,400-square-foot house, but my
strvey shows | kave ondy 2,200 square feet.

« Voluatiop - The equalized assessed value is greater than
1/2 of my property’s fair cash vaiue.

« Equity - My equabzed assessed value is greater than
comparabie properties in my neighborhood.

Flease note that the state Property Tax Appeal Board has

consistently ruted that the amount of taxes paid or

percentage of change in value from one year to the next is

not a valid basis for an appeai.

When can | file an ossessment complaint with the Board of
Reuvigw?

By state law, assessment complaints may be filed up to 30
days afier a reassessment notice is published in 2 local
newspaper,

When | get my tax bifl, is it too late to fife o comploint?

Yes, i is too late unless you have already taken your
complaint to the Board of Review for that taxable year.

2D



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How can | compare the assessed value of my property to the
assessed values of similar homes In my area?

A: You have the right to inspect the Supervisor of Assessment’s
records, which contain assessed values as well as other
information. You may Inspect the records for any parcel of
property, as well as the records for your own property,
subject to reasonable regulations set forth by local officials.

Wil | be notified if my ossessment is going to be Increosed?
By State Law, notices of all assessment changes are published
in a local newspaper. Also the Supervisor of Assessments will
mail you an addifonal notice via U.5 Mail sent to the same
address where your tax bill is sent.

2R

What elfse can | do to minimize my property tax burden?

Call the County Assessment Cifice to verify that you are
recefving the exemptions for which you gualify. If you have
questions about the rate charged by a specific taxing body,
we suggest that you coniact that taxing body. if you have
specific questions about your assessed valuation, please
contact the Supervisor of Assessments.

= R

What will hopgen If I don't pay my property taxes?

Your taxes may be soid at the annual fax sale. IF your taxaes
are sold, you will retain the right to redeem your property for
twa and one-half years if if is your principal dwefling, Other
property must be radeemed within two years, To redeem it,
you will have to pay costs and interest in addition to any tax
due. For more information, contact the County Clerk’s Tax
Redemption Department.

=2
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Frequently Asked Questions

: 1 didn’t live here last year. Why did | receive a tax bill for

that year?

The tax remains with the property regardless of ownership.
To determine your liability for paying the tax, check your
closing statement to see if the seller gave you credit, or
contact your attorney.

: Idon’t know my parcel index number (PIN); how can | get

it?

Your PIN is on your property tax bill or on your assessment
notice. You can also get your PIN by contacting the
Supervisor of Assessments Office or by visiting our Web Tax
Portal or GIS Website.

. How do | change the mailing address on my tax bill?

Contact the Supervisor of Assessments Office at 618-643-3971

. Where can | make my real estate tax payments?

Property Tax payments can be made in the County
Treasurer’s Office, by mail, the DROP BOX located on the
South Side of the Courthouse. Property Tax Payments can
also be made at Banterra Bank & Peoples National Bank in
Hamilton County, as long as the payment is made on or
before the due dates.

Payment can also be made online at the following website:
https://pay-hamiltoncountyil.com/

Payment can also be made by calling 618-591-2415

22



Frequently Asked Questions

o | didn’t pay my taxes last year. How can | find cut how
much | owe?

: Call the Hamilton County Clerk and ask for an Estimate of Re-
demption; have your parcel number ready when you call.

: | owe back taxes on my property, where do | pay my Out-
standing Due Property Taxes?

: Outstanding Property Taxes must be Redeemed in the
County Cierl’s Office. To Redeem the QOutstanding Taxes,
gayrment must be made with Certified Funds which include:
Cash, Cashier Check or Money Order. Personal Checks are
MNOT accepted.

: | did not receive my property tax bill, do  stilf have to pay
it? Do i have to pay the interest & fees for being past due?

: Yes, to both guestons, 35 ILCS 200/20-15 states the
foliowing: "The failure or neglect of the collector to mail the
bill, or the faiiure of the taxpayer to receive the bill, shalf not
affect the validity of any tax, or the liability for the payment
of any tax.”

2025 Pay 2026 Tax Biil Due Dates:

1st Installment: August 14th 2026
2nd Instaliment: September 14th 2026

2026 Mobile Home Privilege Tax Bills: July 24th 2026

3



Who To Contact

Assessed Valuations or Complaings .., ... Supervisor of Assessments
BULZELS ... e sie s Individual Taxing Districts
Current Tax Bifls/Collection...........oooeeveeeeneeeneene. County Treasurer
Deflinguent Taxes and Redemptions ..o ceereerrnins County Clerk
Egualization Factors........ccoveeecececcevcennne Supervisor of Assessments
(50101 o] 1] 11 Supervisor gf Assessments
FOrfeltures. ... s County Treosurer
FOrBClOSUFRS ... e e e County Sheriff
LBWIEE et et e e e s County Clerk
Mabile Home Registration ......occvvcvcevvce, Supervisgr of Assessments
Miobiie Home Tax Bills ... County Treasurer
Property TaX RAteS.. ... rae s srissssnsaniin County Clerk

Hamiiton County Supervisor of Assessments
100 S Jackson St 3rd Floor
Mcleansboro f 62855
{618} 643-3971
ccaoi@hamiffoncountyil.gov

Hamilton County Treasurer
100G 5 jackson St 1st Foor, South Side
Mcleansharo i 62859
(618} 643-3313
treasurer@hamiltoncountyit.gov

Hamilton Caunty Clerk & Recorder
100 5 jackson St 1st Floor, North Side
Mcleanshoro i 62859
{618} 643-2721
coclerk@hamiitoncountyil gov

{Revised: July 2026}
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Hamilton County Courthouse

Hamilton County Courthouse History

Hamilton County was formed out of White County & organized
on February 8th 1821. It is named for Alexander Hamilton, Revo-
lutionary War hero and the first United States Secretary of the
Treasury.

The first Courthouse was a hewn-log structure, 16 by 16 foot
square, with a plank floor. The building had one window, with
glass panes, and a three-foot wide plank door. In 1840, the
county built a brick courthouse, that Courthouse was destroyed
by fire in 1894, Forty-four years passed before the county built
another courthouse. The current Hamilton County Courthouse
was built in 1938.
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